“Small Businesses Meeting Today’s Challenges”
As a part of the national salute to small businesses, the Small Business Week Committee, spearheaded by the Small Business Development Center at Florida A&M University celebrated the 23rd Annual Small Business Week Celebration in Tallahassee, Florida, May 18-19, 2006.  The events were held to pay special recognition to local entrepreneurs for their contributions to the community.

The 2006 Tallahassee Regional Matchmaker was held on Thursday, May 18, 2006 at Economic Workforce Development Center at Tallahassee Community College.  Free workshops were sponsored by the Florida Department of Management Services – Office of Supplier Diversity, The Small Business Development Center at Florida A&M University, Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce and Representatives from the U.S. Small Business Administration, North Florida District Office, in Jacksonville, Florida were on-site.  Also, one-on-one sessions with local city, county, state, and university organizations were on-site to inform business on how to conduct business with their agencies.  Approximately 100 persons were in attendance at this event.
The Small Business Service Award Reception was held on the evening of May 18, 2006 at the Tallahassee Community Capitol Center.  Six (6) local small business owners were recognized for their economic impact and outstanding services to our community.  The businesses honored included:  Dr. Carolyn Ryals, Owner of The KopyKat Copy Center, Ken Thompson and Anthony Donaldson, Owners  of Kenny T’s, Inc.; Trenice Seniors, Owner of Celebrities Hair Design; Mr. & Mrs. Johnny McCaskill, Owners of Olean’s Café; Subusola Anjou, Owner of NISUB International; and Edwin F. Norwood Jr, Branch Manager of American Integrity Home Loans of Tallahassee. Approximately 75 persons attended the Small Business Service Awards Reception.
The culmination of the events was The 23rd Annual Small Business Recognition Luncheon that was held on May 19, 2006 at the Economic Workforce Development Center at Tallahassee Community College.  The Small Business Community honored the Florida A&M University Federal Credit Union for seventy (70) years of dedicated service to the Small Business Community.  Approximately 185 persons attended the Awards Luncheon.  The following is a brief synopsis of the founding and history of the Credit Union: May 8, 1935 the Florida A&M University was charted as the Florida A&M College Employees Federal Credit Union.  Dr. J .R.E. Lee persuaded six individuals to post $50.00 each of their personal funds to obtain a Federal Credit Union Charter.  The purpose of the newly organized credit union was to encourage its members to save money and to provide loans.  From 1935-1981 the credit union was located on FAMU’s campus in Lee Hall.  In 1953, the credit union changed its name from the Florida A&M College Employees Federal Credit Union to the Florida A&M University Federal Credit Union.

On March 21, 1963, Martha M. Mack became the Manager of the FAMU Federal Credit Union.  The credit union relocated in 1982 to a 3000 square foot facility located off of FAMU’s campus.  During Ms. Mack’s 30 plus year history, its assets grew to $11,000,000 through 1994. 

On January 16, 1996, Gene Telfair became President and CEO of the FAMU Federal Credit Union.  Under his leadership the credit union grew at a phenomenal rate of over 25% in assets and over 30% in deposits during his first year.  The credit union relocated its main office to its present location. at 1610 South Monroe Street, 10,000 square foot state-of-the art facility.  Today the credit union provides a vast array of products and services from debit cards to PC banking. Its assets now exceed $23m.  

The FAMU Federal Credit Union is proud of its community involvement.  The credit union created an internship program with FAMU’s School of Business & Industry, became a major supporter of the Capital City Chamber of Commerce, partnered with the Frenchtown CDC, became a member of the Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce and sponsored a number of other civic and community activities and organizations.

Small Business Week Committee Sponsors include:  The Small Business Development Center at Florida A&M University, Tallahassee Community College, City of Tallahassee Economic Development Department, Florida Department of Management Services Office of Supplier Diversity, Leon County Minority/Women Business Enterprise Division, Leon County Schools Small Business Development Office, Capital City Chamber of Commerce, Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce, Florida State University Human Resources Office of Diversity Enhancement and Compliance, and Delta Kappa Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated.

